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The Iconography of Nepalese Buddhism
Short Description of Gods & Goddesses
Product Catalogue (8 Sheets per set)
Artistic Heritage of Nepal

Sacred Art of Nepal
(All price include mailing charges)

US$ 10.00
US$ 03.00
US$ 03.00
USS$ 10.00
USS$ 30.00
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International Arts and Crafts Exhibition, 2008

Name of Fair & Place : 2008 International Arts and Crafts
Exhibition, Hangzhou, China

Date : November 6-10, 2008
Stall Rent : Free of Cost

Size of Booth 1 9sq. mt.

Sales : Allowed

Documents to be attached with application:

e Copy of form registration with Nepal Government
e Copy of Tax registration

e Personal bio-data, Photo, Copy of passport

e Copy of export customs declaration forms for last 2 fiscal
years

e Company profile/ broacher/Catalogue

e Product to be displayed

Last date of application : 2065 Bhadra 16

(September 1, 2008) Monday with Rs. 100 application

charge (Non refundable) and Rs. 5000 service charge (Will

refund if not selected).

Interested members are requested to contact Mr. Tula N.

Shakya, FHAN for further information.
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Country Particular Adresses Organizer (Fact Sheet) Product Group
Austria Name of Int’l Contemporary Art Reed Messe Wien GmbH Arts & Crafts, Antiques
Fair Fair, VIENNAFAIR Fax : +43-1-727- 20.443
Date May 7 - 10, 2009 E-mail : viennafair@messe.at
Venue Messe Wien, Vienna Web : www.viennafair.at
Name of China International Tel: 86 10 6409 6667 Arts & Crafts, Gallery
China Fair Gallery Exposition Jan. Fax: 86 10 6409 6657 Arts & Products, ect.
Date Apr. 16 - 19, 2009 Email: info@cige-bj.com
Venue China World Trade Center Web: www.cige-bj.com/main_en.html
Egypt Name of Cairo Int'l Jewelry and Exicon Egypt For Exibitions and Gems and Jewellery
Fair Watches Exhibition Conferences,Cairo, Egypt
Mar. 10-14, 2009 Fax: +202 44 80 864
Date City Stars Exhibition Email :
Venue Center Website: cairojewels.com
Korea Name of Korea Int'l Art Fair COEX (Convention & Exhibition) Printings, Drawings,
Fair Fax : +822-6000-1409 Prints, Sculpture,
Date Sept. 19 - 23,2008 E-mail : pipi@coex.co.kr Photography,
Venue Pacific Hall, COEX Web : www.kiaf.org Video/Installation.
Name of Int'l Art & Antiquies Fair | [FEMA (Feria de Madrid) Arts & Antiques,
Spain Fair Nov. 15 - 23, 2008 Fax : +34-91-722-5807 Furniture, Carpets,
Date Parque Ferial Juan E-mail : feriarte@ifema.es Tapestry, Silverware,
Venue Carlos Web: www.ifema.es Bronze, Ceramics,
Pottery, Sculptures,
Paintings, Jewels etc.
Name of Int'l Contemporary Art IFEMA (Feria de Madrid) Painting, Sculpture, Paper
Spain Fair Fair Fax : +34-91-722-5798 Sl SIS
Date Feb. 11 - 16, 2009 -mail - i Ooglapy I HOISAUONS;
Venue Parque Ferial Juan Carlos VI\EIen;e?mc.::m(@J;;nma:-:S ST B
United Name of BADA Antiques + Fine BADA Ltd Arts & Crafts, Antiques
Kingdom Fair Art Fair Fax : +44-20-7581-9083 Jewelry, Gold/
Date Mar. 25 - 31, 2009 E-mail: enq@bada-antiques-fair.co.uk Silverware, Furniture &
Venue The Duke of York Square | yep - www_bada-antiques-fair.co.uk Furnishings, Tableware,
Porcelain, Glassware
United States | Name of California Gift Show George Little Management , LLC, Arts & Crafts, Gift,
Fair dmg world media Furnishings,
Date Jan. 16 - 19, 2009 Los Angeles, CA 90017 Decoratives, Children's
Venue Los Angeles Convention Tel: (213) 362-5640 Gifts, Craft & Hobby,
Center Fax: (213) 362-5660 Gallery/ Museum, Gift
Web : www.californiagiftshow.com | Basket, Kitchen Stores,
Gourmet, Boutique,
Fashion Wears, Jewelry
Stationery etc.
United States | Name of New York Int'l Gift Fair George Little Management , LLC, Arts & Crafts,
Fair dmg world media Furnishings,
Date Jan. 24 - 26, 2009 Los Angeles, CA 90017 Decoratives, Fashion
Venue Jacob K. Javits Tel: (213) 362-5640 Wears, Jewelry etc.
Convention Center Fax: (213) 362-5660
Web: www.nyigf.com
Source : Internet
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Information on Events on Art & Craft

Around the World

USA & Canada

Title Place - City, Country Start End

Taking Shape: Ceramics in Southeast Asia Arthur M. Sackler Gallery - Apr 01, 07 Apr 01, 10

www.asia.si.edu/exhibitions/current/TakingShape.htm Washington, USA

Perfect Imbalance, Exploring Chinese Aesthetics Peabody Essex Museum - Salem, | May 19, 07 | May 17, 09

http://pem.org/exhibitions/current.php USA

The Shape of Things: Chinese and Japanese Art from the Mr. and | Asia Society and Museum - New Jan 29, 08 Sep 07, 08

Mrs. John D. Rockefeller 3rd Collection York, USA

Nepal in Black and White: Photographs by Kevin Bubriski Rubin Museum of Art - Chelsea, USA Mar 14, 08 Oct 13, 08

From the Land of the Gods: Art of the Kathmandu Valley Rubin Museum of Art - Chelsea, USA Mar 14, 08 Nov 10, 08

Clothing and Ornaments of The Miao People: From The Collection | Lentz Center for Asian Culture, Mar 28, 08 Aug 29, 08

of the Chojun Textile and Quilt Art Museum University of Nebraska — USA

Some Ideas on Living in London and Tokyo Canadian Centre for Architecture | May 14,08 | Oct 26, 08
- Montreal, Québec, Canada

Documenting China: Contemporary Photography and Social Crow Collection of Asian Art - May 17,08 | Sep 28, 08

Change Dallas, USA

Terra Cotta Warriors : Guardians of China’s First Emperor The Bowers Museum - Santa May 18,08 | Oct 12, 08
Ana, USA

Texas Collects Asia: China Crow Collection of Asian Art - Jul 12, 08 Sep 28, 08
Dallas, USA

Snuff Bottles: A Hidden Chinese Art San Diego Chinese Historical Jul 19, 08 Sep 30, 08
Museum - San Diego, USA

The Daily Arts of Bhutan Lentz Center for Asian Culture, Sep 05, 08 Dec 14, 08
University of Nebraska — USA

The Dragon’s Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan Rubin Museum of Art - Chelsea, USA Sep 19, 08 Jan 05, 09

New Bamboo: Contemporary Japanese Masters Japan Society - New York, USA Oct 04, 08 Jan 11, 09

Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National Museum, Kabul Asian Art Museum, Lee, Hambrecht, Oct 24, 08 Jan 25, 09
Osher Galleries - San Francisco

Treasures Rediscovered: Chinese Stone Sculpture from the University of Virginia Art Oct 29, 08 Dec 21, 08

Sackler Collections Museum- Richmond, USA

Porcelain Masterpieces from the Cohen & Cohen Chinese Export Cohen and Cohen at Kentshire Nov 06, 08 Nov 26, 08

Collectio Galleries - New York, USA

Europe & Africa

Title Place - City, Country Start End

Courtly paintings from India : Masterpieces from the Museum Museum Rietberg Zurich, Park- Oct 27, 07 Sep 28, 08

Rietberg Collection Villa Rieter - Zurich, Switzerland

Temple Treasures of a Sacred Mountain: Daigo-ji - the Secret Art and Exhibition Hall - Bonn, Apr 25, 08 Aug 24, 08

Buddhism in Japan Germany

Masters of 20th Century Chinese Painting from the Collections of National Gallery in Prague Apr 30, 08 Nov 02, 08

the National Gallery in Prague Gallery - Prague, Czech Republic

Tibet Museum Centre Vapriikki - Finland Jun 13, 08 Jan 11, 09

China Gold: Chinese Contemporary Art Museum Maillol - Paris, France Jun 18, 08 Oct 13, 08

Today's China: Contemporary Art From China Belvue Museum - Brussels - Jul 17, 08 Aug 31, 08
Bruxelles, Belgium

Masterpieces in Ceramics Hetjens-Museum Dusseldorf - Aug 08, 08 Oct 26, 08
Dusseldorf, Germany

Golden Dragon-white Eagle: Arts and Power of the Courts of the Staatliche Kunstsammlungen - Oct 11, 08 Jan 11, 09

Chinese Emperors and Saxon-Polish Rulers (1644-1795) Theaterplatz, Dresden, Germany

Gandhara - The Buddhist Legacy of Pakistan: Legends, Art and Exhibition Hall - Bonn, Nov 21, 08 Mar 15, 09

Monasteries, and Paradise Germany

Asia

Title Place - City, Country Start End

The Exotic Spirit : The Art of Chiu Sai-kwong Hong Kong Heritage Museum, Apr 27, 08 Nov 17, 08
Chao Shao-an Gallery - Shatin,

Ancient Forms in Contemporary Souls: Seal-Engravings Collection | Taipa Houses-Museum, May 03, 08 | Aug 24, 08

by Prestigious Chinese Artists Exhibition Gallery - Taipa, Macao

Hong Kong Design Series 6: Jewellery for Life Hong Kong Heritage Museum, May 17, 08 Feb 16, 09
Thematic Gallery 3 & 4 Hong Kong

Arafura Craft Exchange: Trajectory of Memories, Tradition and Museums and Art Gallery of the Jul 12, 08 Jan 18, 09

Modernity in Ceramics Northern Territory - Darwin NT,
Australia

For Listings and Stories: Indonesian Triple Bill SMU Gallery (Singapore Sep 09, 08 Oct 05, 08
Management University) -
Singapore, Singapore
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( THANGKARESTORATION AND CONSERVATION j

One of the defining technical characteristics of a thangka,
its most distinctive feature, is that it is painted on both sides.
Thangkas are painted on a canvas support prepared and
coated on both sides. Thangkas are rolled, as Chinese and
Japanese works often are. The back of a thangka is as
carefully prepared as the front, so that consecrated formulas,
mantras, and other religious or historical writings can be
inscribed on it. Before the 15th century, a pair of
presentation frame textiles in cotton or silk was added by a
single seam on its upper and its lower borders only, with
the sides left unframed. Later thangka mounting included
textiles on all four sides of the painting, usually in silk brocade.

All these particularities make restoration and conservation
ofthangkas a very specific job. Their conception, the place
where they were kept and the way they were handled have
also to be taken into consideration. Thangkas are exclusively
religious works of art, honored in monasteries or private
shrines, incessantly rolled and unrolled by the light of the
butter lamps - this latter a cause of dirtiness we do not find
in the painting of western countries. Many thangkas have
been vandalized during the last 50 years as a result of the
terrible cultural upheavals in Tibet during the period of the
Cultural Revolution. This set of conditions causes specific
mechanical wear, and alterations, which will be briefly
described in this paper.

Tibetan paintings have to be freely rolled and unrolled. In their
original form, they come with neither easel nor frame, the
presentation textiles sewed on their upper and lower borders
being there only for display purposes. Considering that both
sides of a thangka have to be visible, we had to develop very
specific conditions of conservation. New theoretical,
methodological and solutions had to be found, combining
occidental technology with Tibetan history and practice.

The restorer will find in a thangka a normal size painting
with the graphic precision of a miniature or an illumination.
The basic elements of Tibetan painting are accurate drawing
and juxtaposition of shaded colored areas. The accuracy,
even the miniaturism of the painting of a thangka, the
indispensable comprehensive knowledge of the depicted
subject, exponentially increases the difficulty of any
intervention on a painting.

The Buddhist Tibetan pantheon is very complex. Thangkas
are the expression of this pantheon and they reflect its
complexity by an extremely varied iconography.

Methods Used In Museums & Collections
Up To The Present

In France, before the 60’s, most Tibetan paintings were
kept at the Guimet Museum and were restored by a famous
Parisian relining workshop with an exclusively occidental
approach. Torn thangkas or thangkas with a weakened
support were lined and stretched on a frame, which made
it impossible to see their back or roll them.

In the USA, to let the back of the thangka be viewed, some
restorers had the idea to glue it on a Plexiglas pane, more
or less thick but also somewhat flexible, with a synthetic
adhesive. Again, the ability to roll the thangka was lost, and
so was the aesthetic of its original display.

Some thangkas were transferred onto a paper support, in
the Chinese or Japanese way, but this process crushes,
flattens, and stiffens a work of art that draws all its beauty
from movement, depth of field, and suppleness. This method
also occults the back of the thangka.

Sometimes the presentation textiles were removed, or
inappropriately replaced by others with no consideration
for style or period.

As to the treatment applied to the pictorial coating, the
ignorance of the original Tibetan techniques lead to practices
with often disastrous results, practices such as:

= Use of high retention solvents

= Use of vacuum tables wearing out the edges of the
tears unprotected by the coating

* Drastic cleansing without taking into account that
each coating or color requires a specific treatment

= Use of aggressive and non-selective varnishes that
spoil the specific shine of the different original paints

Since the 1960s -1970s, the thangkas arriving on the market
have shown occasional traditional Tibetan restorations made
with small sewed or glued pieces of textiles. These
restorations were quite rare, and often rough, with a
minimum intervention on the surface of the painting. In fact
areal traditional Tibetan method exists, involving the sewing
or gluing of a strip of canvas into the larger cloth, and then
an integration is made with a final coating; but they used
this technique only for the initial preparation of the canvas
and never for restoration purposes.
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Department of Immigration
Tourist Visa Rules in Nepal ( Effective from 16 July 2008 )

Tourists who visit Nepal must hold valid passport and visa.

Entry
Tourist entry visa can be obtained for the following duration from Nepal Embassy/ Consulate or Mission offices
abroad, or at the following immigration offices in Nepal:

= Tribhuv.an International Airport, Kathmandu = Jamuna, Nepalgunj (Banke, Mid Western Nepal)
* Kakarvitta, Jhapa (Eastern Nepal) *  Mohana, Dhangadhi (Kailali, Far Western Nepal)
* Birganj, Parsa (Central Nepal) * Gaddachauki, Mahendranagar (Kanchanpur, Far
» Kodari, Sindhupalchowk (Northern Border) Western Nepal)

= Belhiya, Bhairahawa (Rupandehi, Western Nepal)

Tourist Visa

e N

Visa Facility Duration Fee

Multiple entry 15 days USS$ 25 or equivalent convertible currency

Multiple entry 30 days USS$ 40 or equivalent convertible currency

Multiple entry 90 days USS$ 100 or equivalent convertible currency )

Tourist Visa Extension
= Visa extension fee for 15 days or less is US $ 30 or equivalent convertible currency and visa extension fee for
more than 15 days is US$ 2 per day
= Tourist visa can be extended for a maximum period of 150 days in a single visa year (January — December).
Gratis (Free) Visa
= Qratis visa for 30 days available only for tourists of SAARC countries.
= Indian nationals do not require visa to enter into Nepal.
Transit Visa
Transit visa for one day can be obtained from Nepal’s immigration offices at the entry points & Tribhuvan International
Airport in Nepal, by paying US § 5 or equivalent convertible currency.
Source: Department of Immigration, Maitighar, Impact Building, Kathmandu,
Tel:00977-1-4221996 / 4223590 / 4222453 , web site: www.immi.gov.np )




F

f

3. The preparation of a repair inset and the thread-

to-thread operation to join to the original

To proceed to a thread-to-thread operation, particular
care should be given to the choice of the textiles to be
used: quality of the cloth, the thread torsion, weaving,
composition of the fiber, dye, suppleness have to be
thoroughly checked.

In the case of a lacuna, the first task is to eliminate the
fraying and the greasy residues at the end of the fibers.
Itis very delicate task, with many possible variants: as
the threads may be dry or brittle, numerous or scarce
fibers, etc. Once the fibers are clean, they are finely
carded on 2 millimeter at the utmost.

An insert of canvas is prepared; the shape of the lacuna
is accurately reported on it, using tracing paper. The
edges of the insert cloth are carded the same way as
the edge of the original. The canvas is “decatie” on a
frame and is then prepared: dyed, glued on both sides
with starch or animal glue and glycerin. The coating is
then colored with watercolor or pigments.

The assemblage of insert to original is done on the back
of the painting, by the millimeters of free fiber ends,
using a diluted flexible non-acid vinyl glue in adequate
quantity (aqueous emulsion of vinyl homopolymers).
The sure cohesion of the two parts is obtained by
applying pressure.

The point of the operation is to prevent the zone of the
insert from becoming a weakening or weakened area
in the future or a source of cracking for the coating
plaster and pictorial layer; and to integrate it into the
flexibility and the weave of the whole painting.

. The Refixing: The reintegration of the coating

or gesso on the back of the painting

We can then proceed to the refixing of the painting,
partial or general, with diluted animal glue. This is the
determining operation on the backside of the thangka,
which has been untouched till now.

The efficiency of this consolidation of the support will
give the intervention its final quality.

The work of art is not, at this state before refixing, totally
mechanically safe, as the fibers are still free on the back
of the thangka and if not filled up, this would cause,
unilateral tractions prejudicial to the work of art.

6.

The colored gesso is prepared with adequate animal
glue with kaolin and chalk: kaolin gives flexibility; chalk
makes the load. These materials should have a density
and strength slightly inferior to that of the original work
of art; the coating should be very finely ground and
very homogeneous, laid while fluid with a brush. All the
ingredients will be prepared and tested by the restorer.
Their reversibility must be maximal.

The cleaning (method and cases)

The analysis of the paint composition allows us to carry
out this most delicate operation. If, for example, the
percentage of dyes in the paint is very high, the cleansing
will require maximal care. If orpiment dominates, a
balance will be hard to obtain as its surface tends to
oxidate. A too brutal cleaning could be irreversible.

Various cleaning techniques can be used such as:

» A mechanical removal of the dust particles on the
colored zone depending on their homogeneity.

= A surface hypotensor in feeble percentage can
be used in a selective manner, and without any
rubbing ever.

The reintegration of the pictorial coating

The reintegration of the gesso coating is made with the
same mix of chalk, kaolin and glue as the one used on
the back of the painting, and laid with the same care.

The common factor in these various techniques is the
extreme attention and rigor applied to the execution of
each stage. A coating laid on an inadequate assemblage
would create a breaking point during future handling.

Considering the specificity of the original pictorial
techniques, our techniques of reintegration involves making
all our colors, including the choice and grinding of pigments
as well as the percentage and mixing of the binders.

Final evaluation of the restored work of art

We must keep in mind that the ultimate aim is to restitute
the original coherence of the work. Therefore we will
constantly throw the process back to revise, if
necessary, the choices made, to ponder the relative
importance to give to each color. It is also important to
let the painting rest while work is performed, to position
it vertically from time to time in order to consider the
progress, and above all to avoid carrying the intervention
too far from fear of losing the bloom of the painting.
(Source: Internet)
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To sum up we can say that many attempts have been made
to find a suitable method of conservation for these specific
works of art, none of them being satisfactory. In Tibet, the
concept of restoration and conservation is relatively
unknown, and paintings were left in their original condition,
or replaced.

EXAMINATION: DEVELOPMENT OF
OUR METHOD

First, we perform a thorough examination of the work of
art, following the usual scheme.

Treatment of the support

Whenever an intervention or consolidation of the support is
necessary, it is crucial that it should be done without lining.
Conventional restoration of easel painting with a very
degraded support is usually conducted by relining and
doubling techniques; as thangkas are painted on both sides,
as they need to be rolled and unrolled freely, we have to
deal with a totally different problem.

Problems on the support of the Thangka

To understand and analyze the alteration of the thangka
support - which is often a problem with the glue - it is sufficient
to examine the dynamics and the flexibility of the feel of the
roll of the painting (as long as the painting is unencumbered
with previous restorations or linings).

There are several elements and possibilities in the “roll” of a

thangka:

= Theroll is rather firm, flexible, without tear, but an
examination in transmitted light reveals a variable
state of lacuna. When a thangka has not been too
much handled, the weaving remains strong, even if
atraction at the periphery of a lacuna could in term
reduce the resistance of the fiber, leading firstto a
crack, then to the unweaving of its edges, then
eventually to a tear or a hole.

= Therollis very soft, dry and fragile. This could be
caused by a sizing problem, loss of molecular linking
in the glue, or by a bad initial preparation of the
thangka

= The roll is affected by previous rudimentary
restorations

» Evidence of vandalism or neglect: tearing, wrenching,
laceration, maculation, stamping, crumpling.

= In later thangkas (after the 15th century), a
presentation textile (often made of silk) is sewed
on the four borders of the paintings, and can
react to humidity problems in various ways.

RESTORATION: CONDUCTING OF
THE METHOD

We will keep in mind at all times the need for preserving
the homogeneity and organic quality of a thangka. We
need a comprehensive perception of the work of art
and a comprehensive treatment involving its whole, as a
coherent and living body, and resulting in a display in
total visibility of its two sides, free from all constraint.

1. Preliminary
A first visual analysis should show if straightening
and cleaning is necessary - it is indicated when we
find:

= patches and various restorations on the back of
Thangka

= too brittle and very dry paint

= various mutilations by animals (usually rats)

" very greasy stains

= general state of dirtiness

2. The straightening

The restorer will lay a rather flexible intercalated
support on his/her working table. This support is
compulsory for every intervention. The straightening
will proceed with a light moistening and a low
temperature ironing using a protective film of sulfured
paper (greaseproof paper), done with a steady
movement on the back of the thangka.

When the painting has recovered its position and its
natural cohesion, we can start the process of
preparing inserts for damaged areas, and the thread-
to-thread attachment of these inserts. The original
dimensions should be rediscovered and the painting
rebalanced to preserve the integrity of the whole.

The upper and lower borders are important for the
display and the hanging of the painting: they should
be given the necessary solidity. The lateral borders,
if present, will help prevent horizontal cracks from
appearing and will help consolidate the previous
work.
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