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E-commerce through Open Entry
A viable means for global trade

- Mr. Surendra Shahi

The emerging global recession has already impacted on economic activities of developing countries resulting domestic
price rise, unemployment and decline in export trade. In such a plight, an effort should be made to boost up domestic,
regional and international trade to fight and protect from reverse effects.

Micro and small and medium enterprise (MSMEs) development is and will continue to be the most powerful strategy
for poverty reduction in the developing world. MSME'’s potential is hindered by, a lack of modern business practices, a
lack of accurate and timely information about market status and trends, a lack of contact with potential customers in
other cities and countries, high international shipping costs, and a lack of expert advice on product development and
marketing. Ecommerce has become one of the viable means to tackle on above issues. Ecommerce is working for
developing trades and sweeping throughout the world; it cuts cost, increases profits, and enables buyer and seller to
work together more productively. The developing world is currently far behind the "digital divide," the cyber-curtain that
threatens to make even worse the gap between the rich and poor nations. But if technology is blamed for such cause

of inequality, it can also be put to use to reverse it.

Micro and Small and medium enterprises (MSMEs)
including handicraft producers are eager to benefit from
the exciting opportunities offered by e-commerce. Yet,
up to now, it has been too difficult and expensive for
most producers and MSMEs to undertake simply due
to cost, lack of adequate knowledge and complexity
involve in adopting appropriate ecommerce system that
mostly designed for developed world.

PEOPLIink’ OpenEntry system ( www.openentry.com)
is the latest free tools built on web 2 based using google
app engine. PEOPLink/OpenEntry is the only
organization providing totally free e-commerce
catalogs (software, hosting, user support)
to MSMEs worldwide. Many Nepalese MSMEs are
already using it for both B2B and B2C ecommerce

OpenEntry catalogs are based
on Google spreadsheets that are simple to maintain
from any computer on the Internet. To set up basic web
catalog, user sends request with their desired catalog
code name and email to openentry3@gmail.com .
Within 24 hrs OpenEntry will email back with
information on website set up and shared the
spreadsheet link to users that then they can update
their website content, products photo or modify the
layout as per their need. User can build full ecommerce
site for B2B or B2C with credit card payment receiving
capabilities. In addition OpenEntry offers other value
added services for users such as customization of
professional design layout, counseling on search
engine optimization and general ecommerce
promotion, OpenEntry also facilitate User
Support staff collaborating on-line in real time
with MSME users anywhere in the world. By using
OpenEntry system there is less infrastructure headache
to manage as its host data on google.

"We have started, not with developing world MBAs who
want to start small businesses, but with artisans, among the
world’s lower income group people, who are poorly
educated, often illiterate, and living in enormously
challenging conditions — far behind the digital divide. We
have achieved creating world-class system tools that can
help lift many of them out of abject poverty." Says, Dan
Salcedo, the CEO of PEOPLink/OpenEntry

OpenEntry catalogs are permanent. It is award winning
platform provides a complete e-commerce solution including
software, hosting, and User Support with choice of
customizable templates, no ads, and worldwide credit card
capability. With OpenEntry, MSMEs will also be able to
manage their on-line catalogs via Internet enabled "smart
phones"

The real power of the OpenEntry system lies in its capability
to build a "Network Market" that aggregates many individual
vendor catalogs on OpenEntry system or built in any system
into a searchable portal.

OpenEntry enables MSMEs networks (such as chambers
of commerce, trade promotion organizations, or industry
associations) to aggregate their members' catalogs (even
those created with another system) into powerful on-
line "network markets" (sometimes called "cluster
marketplaces") capable of generating the visibility and
credibility necessary for global e-commerce. See example
of Network market built for FHAN
www.nepalhandicraftmarket.com

OpenEntry also has a built-in referral (often called "affiliate")
system that tracks the origin of both B2C and B2B orders.
This enables individuals and organizations to monetize the
rich networks of trusted relationships built over years.
With OpenEntry, MSME networks can establish a revenue
stream by providing valuable e-commerce services to their
smallest up to their most sophisticated members. For details
visit website www.openentry.com
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1. The Iconography of Nepalese Buddhism US$ 10.00
2. Short Description of Gods & Goddesses USS$ 03.00
3. Product Catalogue (8 Sheets per set) US$ 03.00
4. Artistic Heritage of Nepal US$ 10.00
5. Sacred Art of Nepal US$ 30.00

(All price include mailing charges)
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URL: www.nepalhandicraft.org.np
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